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IN THE CLAIMS: 

» 

Claim 1 (currently amended) A method of reserving a transmission band of a 
transmission line for transmitting data via a plurality of Internet service providers on the Internet 
between first and second communication devices, the method comprising the steps of: 

(a) the first communication device requesting an intermediary server to reserve the 
transmission band by transqorini ng a user policy; and 

(b) the intermediary server reserving the transmission band for the first and second 
communication devices, 

wherein the reserving step ftfflfrff mfilllflSS fllfi HWS fl£ 

«gdYHisftgtfsgrpgli9v; 

ffiffrilTEg for IP addr^^ pf policy Sffygrs of fte pllffajify of Tfftemet service provider^; 

ffffl$romtoff ft** policy » sash pQligy smg ggtrcspgndms w °rre of fte plm*tty of 

fc»emct $emce prouder?; 

WffjvilW & foffld reservation J**"!* ftcm, eacfr poircspondms policy seyver; 

dfitsnnaaag a&sba (he aauesKd hand mgaatian fa amfinngl by tfas band xsssmm 
a aadis a n d 

fraramittina the band reservation resulis to die first communication device. 

Claim 2 (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the first 
communication device transmits IP addresses of the fust and second communication devices, IP 
addresses of each of a plurality of routers on die transmission line between the first and second 
communication devices, and a desired band value-to be reserved to the intermediary server. 
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Claim 3 (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 2, wherein die 
intermediary server identifies § band reservation setting smst servers for saduaf the plurality of 
routers from the CP addresses thereof; fee each of the band reservation setting servers causing its 
their respective router rooters to reserve the transmission band. 

Claim 4 (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 3, wherein the 
intermediary server identifies die band reservation setting servers by referring to a table on which 
IP addresses of each of me band reservations servers is are recorded so as to be correlated with 
an IP address of its thoGO of thoir respective router ratters. 

Claim 5 (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 3, wherein each of the 
band reservation setting servers causes its eaaca thoir respective muter mm* to reserve the 
transmission band in accordance with band setting requests transmitted from the intermediary 
server. 

Claim 6 (original) The method as claimed in claim 3» further comprising the steps of: 

(c) the first communication device requesting the intermediary server to release the 
reserved transmission band; and 

(d) the intermediary server releasing the reserved transmission band. 

Claim 7 (original) The method as claimed in claim 6, wherein the intermediary server 
instructs the band reservation setting servers to release the reserved transmission band. 
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Claim 8 (currently amend*!) The method as claimed in claim 7, wherein cacti of the 
band reservation setting servers pqtrecs its eattse their respective router #*mta to release the 
reserved transmission band in accordance with & band release request loquoatp transmitted from 
the intermediary servo-. 

Claim 9 (original) The method as claimed in claim 2, wherein the intermediary server, 
instead of the desired band value, utilizes an ID of one of the Internet service providers to which 
one the second communication device is connected and IP addresses of communication devices 
connected to the one of the Internet service providers, the ID and the IP addresses being 
transmitted from the one of the Internet service providers. 

Claim 10 (original) The method as claimed in claim 9, wherein the desired band value is 
a transmission rate at which the second communication device is connected to the one of the 
Internet service providers. 

Claim 11 (original) The method as claimed in claim 10, wherein the intermediary server 
transmits an inquiry about die transmission rate to the one of the Internet service providers. 

Claim 12 (original) The method as claimed in claim 1 1. wherein the one of the internet 
service providers responds to the inquiry from the intermediary server. 
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Claim 13 (original) The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the first communication 
device transmits IP addresses of the first and second communication devices, and IP addresses of 
routers on the transmission line to the intermediary server. 

Claim 14 (original) The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein a desired value of the 
transmission band is a transmission rate at which the second communication device is connected 
to a corresponding one of the Internet service providers. 

Claim IS (original) The method as claimed in claim 14. wherein the intermediary server 
transmits an inquiry about the transmission rate to the corresponding one of the Internet service 
providers. 

Claim 16 (original) The method as claimed in claim 15, wherein the corresponding one 
of the Internet service providers responds to the inquiry from the intermediary server. 

Claim 17 (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim I, wherein: 

the second communication device is connected to one of die Internet service providers 

which one includes a copy server having a copy of a content distributed by the first 

communication device; and 

the first communication device, based on a request of the second communication device 

for the content, informs the copy server that the content is distributed from the copy server to the 

second communication device by reserving a transmission band between ihe first comnn tfifafii fofl 

jfrriff fflti the Sfffflfl 99mm location devjee th e r e b e tw ee n . 
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Claim 18 (original) The method as claimed in claim 17, wherein the copy server 
transmits an IP address thereof, an IP address of the second communication device, a desired 
band value to be reserved, and IP addresses of all routers between the copy server and the second 
communication device to the intermediary server. 

Claims 19 -25 (canceled) 

Claim 26 (currently amended) A device for reserving a transmission band of a 
transmission line for transmitting data via a plurality of Internet service providers (ISPs) on the 
Internet between first and second communication devices, 

wherein [[:]]thc transmission band is reserved at a request of the first communication 
device to reserve the transmission band^gjg 

wherein the device is opeffbfc jo perform the step? ftf; 

storing IP addresses of servers of die ISPs. 

spring a request of the first communication device to reserve the transmission band: 
commurjicatniK ovey ife.ftffiTOtt fltt SfifmS Ift XftqHfrfit ffft^fttiftR ftf rtlfi 

swrins results of reservation of die ttffl*rois$fon band, &g results taina retwre4 fr?m 

thq Ecrvcre jfl ygspo^ to the **scyvatioq <\M&d by the devfrff . 
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Claim 27 (currently amended) A device for reserving a transmission band of a 
transmission line for transmitting data via a plurality of Internet service providers (ISPs) on the 
Internet between first and second communication devices, the device comprising: 

a first pan storing IP addresses of servers of the Internet service providers , fee servers 



a second pan storing a request of the first communication device to reserve the 
transmission band; 

8 fluid Bag far MOTnunicatiqp fllC iBtWBCT With ftg SCTYCT8 Ifl f W wst reservation frf 
jpe rransmisflioqbaqfl;ana 



being returned by &e» the servers in response to the reservation request made via the third par^ 
wherein the device, upon receiving the request of the first communication device, refers 
to the first and second parts to instruct the servers vfa ifafcjhi nl BBB 10 reservc *e transmission 
band, recording the results of the reservations returned ftom the servers in the fourth part> and 
informing the first communication device whether a reservation of the transmission band is 
confirmed by fflftlVSinft tite resufts stored fo ft* fPWth PWt 




a fourth tteJ pan storing results of reservations of the transmission band, the results 
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